
As we seek to understand narratives in a digital age, my research focuses on
the area of younger generations' experience of war time heritage
interpretation. It examines this through two examples relating to the war in
Ukraine. The first case study is the project 'Backup Ukraine' and the 3D-
imaging technology that allows users with a mobile phone to tag monuments,
objects and significant memories as cultural heritage and upload them as
moving images to an internationally supported cloud storage. This section of
the research considers the ways in which they are tagged, significance of the
tag and how language might shape a future understanding of these heritage
objects in not only a digital sphere but in a cloud-accessed space. Within cloud
storage, this also raises discussion around collective responsibility to protect
and how this cultural memory is managed and interpreted in the future - is it
international? local? in hybrid format?

The second case study considers the role of social media platforms as a
possible collaborative approach between designers and museum/heritage
professionals. The Instagram account 'Old Khata Project' features the work of
two young sisters, documenting Ukrainian rural architecture and human stories
through photographs and oral histories. Their technique of real-time
uploading of images and sounds becomes a highly accessible and open
platform, one which encourages a socially engaged, networked media. This
section of research examines their documentation approach and outreach
capacity as a response to the urgency of the situation and its way of connecting
the work of heritage professionals, which speaks to our wider concerns on
how to support and protect an endangered cultural heritage.
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